The Third Branch

HIGHLIGRHTS

he NewYork City-based JEHTJustice, Equality attorneys, public defenders, the bmaivocacy and treatment
Human dignity andolerance) Foundation has awarded groups, the Department of Corrections and community
theWisconsin Court System a $573,000 grant over the nexteadersThe grant will help encourage collaboration by
two and a half years to support research and development prfoviding training, research, planning and support to partners
the most promising strategies for improving thie&fveness in the criminal justice system. Funding will be disbursed

of the states criminal justice system. only as outlined in the grant application, said Erin

“This grant will help all stakeholders in the criminal justiceSlattengren, who administers the grant for Court Operations.
system work déctively together toward solutions that Widespread interest infettive justice strategies has been
enhance public safety and, where appropriate, reduce driven by growing fiscal concerns, incarceration rates,
excessive reliance on incarceration,” saigconsin recidivism rates and other factors that reflect a need to
Supreme Court Chief Justice ShirleyABrahamson. employ new practices.

Specifically the grant will help fund the projeEnhancing During the last 15 years, the state has experienced
Public Safety: Effective Justic&r&egies which is intended unprecedented growth in prison, jail and community
to build on local, evidence-based practices that deliver corrections population3he prison population has doubled
effective outcomes for communities, victims and defendantaver the past decade, fror,@00 prisoners to more than
Examples of déctive Justice BBategies initiatives include 23,000 prisoners and has tripled since 199%@ growth has
the formation of Criminal Justice Coordinating Councils  had a significant impact on the costs, workload volume and

(CJCC) and problem-solving cour&hese dbrts have overall operations of the criminal justice system across the
helped address underlying issues, such as drug addiction, state.
alcohol abuse, domestic violence and mental health Objectives of the &ctive justice strategiesfeft include:

problems. Many of these underlying issues come to light inenhancing public safety and reducing recidivism; providing
the courtroom, and the public relies on the judiciary to play@urts with better information to deliver the mogeefive
leadership role, along with its justice system partners, in  sentences; identifying and fostering support for local, court-
safely and déctively addressing these challenges. centered programs; and recommending a comprehensive
Effective solutions depend on collaboration and state-level strategy to promote and implemefeati/e
cooperation among county boards, law enforcement, distriatriminal justice strategies and evidence-based practices.

our new judges have been appointed to fill the (Racine) Journal imes was quoted as saying she held
terms of retiring judges, including one to the Courton to the dream that she would someday become a judge
of Appeals and three to circuit court branches — one  but didnt count on it becoming a reality

each in Dane, Rock aridylor counties. “It was always there, that | would always love the
opportunity To get on the bench, the stars really do

Neubauer sworn in as District 1l Court have to align,” Neubauer was quoted as saying.

of Appeals’ Judge Neubauerthe first woman to serve on the District Il

District 1l Court ofAppeals’Judge Lisa Neubauer was Court ofAppeals, credits her parents with instilling in
sworn into ofice during a her a strong commitment to public service. She will
small ceremony in Racine serve out a term ending July 31, 2008.

on Jan. 7. Neubauerho Neubauer served as an attorney at Foley & Lardner

was appointed by Gov LLP since 1989 and was previously a law clerk for

Jim Doyle, replaces Judge Barbara B. Crabb in the U.S. District Court for

retiring Deputy Chief the Western District ofNVisconsin. She received a B.A.

Judge Neal Nettesheim, in Political Science from UW\adison and her J.D.

who is now a reserve from the University of Chicago Law School with

judge. honors.

“Lisa Neubauer will be Neubauer is a former member of #vsconsin

an excellent judge,” Federal Judicial Nominating Commission and has been

Doyle said in announcing named a 2006 and 208Visconsin Super LawyerShe
Judge Lisa Neubauer her appointment. “Her has served as a board member for the Raviea

legal experience and UnitedWay, LegalAction of Wisconsin, and the Equal
expertise, community involvement, and commitment toJustice Fund. Lisa and §éfe in Racine, where they
the community will serve her well in this position.” raised their three children, Katherine, Greta and Sam.

Neubauerwho was recently featured in a storyTine see New judges on page 14
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knew it was going to be a long, cold
commute when the alarm wenf at 5
a.m. January 24. It was below zero and ¢
expected to get colder and snowier as |
ventured of on a two-dayfour-county tour
with Supreme Court Chief Justice Shirley
Abrahamson.
Driving proved harrowing at times, but
the trip was well worth it. It ish’often one
gets the opportunity to learn so much fro
the people who make the justice system
operate and from the Chief Justice herse
(She fired me in jest three times, but had
choice but to rehire me, or face a long wi
home).
| also was fortunate enough to attend & hief Justice Abrahamson and Director of State Courts A. John Voelker, center,
retirement party fofenth District Court  visit with Trempealeau County Sheriff Richard Anderson, far left, Jackson County

Administrator Gregg Moore Sheriff Duane Waldera and Trempealeau County Circuit Court Judge John A.
on his home turf. where it  Amon, far right, on the set of Anderson’s cable television access show in

. Whitehall.
was clear how much his talent
and friendship have been appreciated. The journey begins
There was one definite theme that came Let me take you along for the ride to Jackson,
through during the trip, whether discussing  Trempealeau, Eau Claire and Chippewa counties - stops 45,
issues with the Chief in the caalking to 46, 47 and 48, respectively on the Chiet2-county tour of
judges, court stflawyers, and law the stateWe also visited with Ho-Chunk Nation judicial,

enforcement, or recognizing the contributions eyecutive and legislative leaders, who kindly invited us for

of valued stéf The justice system in this state 5 yjsjt. The Chief visited the other 44 counties by herself.
has many very talented folks who are

A. John Voelker committed to serving the people of this state. | Thursday, Jan. 24
am very fortunate to be ina position o 6:20 a.m After a quick pit stop for céée, including a
advocate for such a dedicated group of people, even if it ¢y for the Chief, I arrive at her house. | was nervous that
means an occasional white-knuckle drive. she may not be ready because she had an evening speech

see Director 's column on page 9

By Ann Zimmerman, State Pro Se Coordinator

ribal court clerks from thet8ckbridge Munsee, Lac Training was coordinated by théaf-Tribal Justice

Courte Oreilles, Forest County Potawatomi, and Oneid@orum, a committee made up of five circuit court judges,
IndianTribes in the state dlVisconsin gathered in Madison five tribal court judges, one district court administrator
on November 9, 2007 to receive training on COMECA, representative from thet&@e Bar Indian Law Chapter and

and providing assistance to self-represented litigants. one representative from the Legislative Counctate-
Frank Fischera Business Process Consultant with CCAPTribal Relations CommitteeThe director of state courts is
provided training on Consolidated CoAdtomation an ex-oficio membey and Erin Slattengren, a special
Programs (CCAP) and how it helps ¥ésconsin circuit programs manager with the DirecOfice stafs the
courts, and also gave an interactive demonstration of committee. The committees general chge is to promote
Wisconsin Circuit CourAccess (WCCA). and sustain communication, education, and cooperation
Ann Zimmerman, statpro secoordinator provided an among tribal and state court systems and to promote

overview on current court-based projects to assist self- initiatives outlined in the final report of the 20@&lking
represented litigants MW/isconsin, and presented materials on Common Ground Conference

developed folisconsin Court System sfaf 2006 by (www.walkingoncommonground.gfweb-

policy analyst Marci&/andercook on providing legal content/WOCG_Report.pdin

information to court users.



NEW FACES

Williams joins Court Operations st~ aff
Jeannd&Villiams joined the Cffce of Court Operations as
the Childrens Court
Improvement Program
Training Coordinator on
January 28Williams has

on improving the processing of domestic violence cases
under theViolenceAgainstWomenAct.
Slattengren joined the court system in May 2005.

Foster hired as program assist ant
Sara Foster has been hired as program assistant to the

a mastes degree in adult Supreme Court and will provide administrative and

education from Penn
State University and a
bachelofs degree in
journalism from the
University of lowa.

She has worked in
adult education for
eleven years, including
work at Penn tte in
continuing and distance education, and then cooperative
extension. For the past six years, while working at
BlackhawkTechnical College in Janesville, she has been

Jeanne Williams
Children’s Court Improvement
Progam Training Coordinator

responsible for coordinating curriculum, distance educatio@ account coordinator and

publications support for the directsrofice and the
Wisconsin Supreme Court. Foster
moved to the Madison area from
Chicago in 2006. She now lives ir
McFarland, having worked most
recently as a substitute teacher in
several Madison suburbs.
Fostets also worked as a summ
school teacher for the Madison
Metropolitan School District, an
equipment-training facilitator for
Starbucks CdEe in Chicago and A% 2 Foster

program assistant

initiatives, and the design and development of professionassistant account executive at

development experiences for faculty andfstathin the
WisconsinTechnical College System. She worked in the
office of Medical Mediation from 1994-95.

Jeanne lives in Evansville with her husband and two
teenage sons.

Slattengren
named special
project s manager

Erin Slattengren
accepted the newly
created position of
special projects manager
in the Ofice of Court
Operations, ééctive Feb.
4. While Slattengren is
taking on diferent duties,
she will continue her
work with the Planning
and PolicyAdvisory (PRAC) Committees Effective Justice
Strategies Subcommittee and #hssess, Inform, and
Measure (AIM) pilot projects. Part of her new duties will
include administration of the JEHJustice, Equality
Human dignity andolerance) Foundation grant.

She will continue to assist RE and its subcommittees

Erin Slattengren
special projects manager

marketing companies.

Foster has a masterdegree in teaching, elementary
education, from Concordia University (River Forest, Ill.),
and a bachelds degree in literature and creative writing
from Purchase College ata®e University of Newrork.

Johnson returns to W isconsin, district
court administrator post
Scott Johnson has returnedWisconsin to serve akenth
District court administrator after serving as deputy chief
clerk in the federal court
system in lowa. Johnson
started as sixth district
court administrator in
November of 1999 and
transferred to the ninth
district several years late
He has had three active
military tours during his
time while working as a
DCA including service in
Afghanistan, Kuwait and
Irag. Previously he has  gcott Johnson
worked in the Oregon,  Tenth District court administrator
Minnesota and North

until her replacement for the policy analyst position can beDakota court systems as trial court administyatourt

found. She’ll also continue to manage the Services,

Training, Oficers, Prosecutors (¥£IP) grant, which focuses

administrator and deputy to the presiding judge.
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By Michelle Jensen-Goodwin and Bridget Bauman, Court Operations

he Childrens Court Initiative (CCI) SUMmMary REPOM, ... ssssssssssssssssssssssssseseees
which compiles the data, findings, and best practices :
from the CCI on-site reviews conducted in 30 counties, wa
issued in January 2008. :

CCl is a comprehensive county circuit court review Srengths: i
process designed to strengthen court processing in child Documenting “contrary to the welfare,” “reasonable

welfare and termination of parental rights ca3é® project : ,,
) N : efforts to prevent removal” and “reasonabl&o#s to

establishes safetpermanencydue process, and timeliness : . L E

: achieve the goals of the permanency plan” findings cn

Key Findings from CCI Summary Report

performance measures that are based on state and federa@ )
law, best practice principles outlined by #nerican Bar | Written orders

Association Center on Children and the Land areas Providing parents with notice of hearings

evaluated in both the federal Child and Family Services Giving priority to CHIPS and PR cases, conS|stent
Review (CFSR) anditle IV-E review related to court i with case-processing standards ;
practice. Filing orders in a timely manner and using standard

The counties reviewed include: La Crosse, Pierce,
Washington, RockVaukesha, lowa,tSCroix, Dane,
SheboyganwWashburn, Burnet\dams,Waupaca, Green,
Barron, Marquette, Columbia, Milwaukee, Racine,

¢ circuit court forms

Needs Improvement:

Crawford, Jeferson, Shawand,rempealeau, Clark, Brown, Guardian ad litem performance

Manitowoc, Jackson, Rusk, Pepin and faldf. H Complying with the Indian ChildlVelfareAct
The on-site reviews in these counties occurred between Sending notice of hearings to caregivers and

June 2005 andugust 2007, during which time a total of participation in court

834 child in need of protection or services (CHIPS) and 34 Complying with statutory change of placement notlce
termination of parental rights (TPR) court files were
reviewed; 260 hearings were observed; and over 300 focu
group sessions were conductad.

: requirements

Providing adversary counsel for children 12 and older
in CHIPS cases
The report can be found at: Consistently making detailed, child-specific “contréry

wicourts.gov/about/ganization/programs/ccip.htm#1 to the welfare”, “reasonablefefts to prevent removal”g
Questions about the CCI Summary Report may be and “reasonable fefrts to achieve the goals of the
directed to Bridget Bauman at (608) 267-1958 or permanency plan” findings orally on the record

bridget.bauman@wicourts.goar Michelle Jensen- Goodwm
at (608) 266-1557 amichelle.jensen-
goodwin@wicourts.gav

By Ann Zimmerman, State Pro Se Coordinator

ptly enough, th&hird Judicial District is the third from other state courts and national library publications. In
district inWisconsin slated to hold workshops to October 2007Wisconsins Public Library Initiative was
acquaint public libraries with the latest law related resourcdsatured in LibraryJournal.com
available for assisting self-represented litigants. (www.libraryjournal.com/article/ CA6488200.html?desc+top

On March 6th andépril 8th, workshops will be held in story) and will be the subject of a feature article in an
Waukesha and Horicon, respectiveljhese workshops stem upcoming edition oPublic Libraries Magazingthe oficial
from a pilot project th&Visconsin Court System first journal of the Public LibranAssociation
unveiled inApril 2007 in theTenth Judicial District. (www.ala.og/ala/pla/plapubs/publiclibraries/publiclibraries.c
Dubbed the “Public Library Initiative,” it is designed to fm).
further assist people who are representing themselves in ~ This project is the latest in a series of steps the court
court proceedingsThe projects goal is to foster system has taken to improve access to the courts for people
communication between local courts and public libraries inwho are representing themselves, and it is hoped that the
an efort to better meet the legal information needs of self- program can be replicated around the state to reach as many
represented litigants. public librarians as possible. In September 2007, the Ninth
The success of thi#fisconsin model is gaining attention see Library on page 13



by Beth Bishop Perringo, Deputy Court Administrator, District One
I\/l ilwaukees Community Justice Council, under the

establishment of a community criminal justice council, now
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[

chairmanship of Chief Judge Kitty K. Brennan, had called the Community Justice Council.

its first public meeting on Jan. 23, 2008he Council is

The Executive Committee is composed of Chief Judge

composed of 27 members from all levels of government andtty K. Brennan, ChajrMilwaukee County ShefiDavid

a variety of agencies, legal groups and non-profie.

A. Clarke Jr, Milwaukee County Executive ScMalker,

mission of the Council is “to B€iently and collaboratively  Milwaukee MayorTom Barrett, Milwaukee Police Chief Ed

coordinate services and tdegtively allocate financial
resources to ensure crime reduction, victim suppdendér

Flynn, Milwaukee County Districhttorney John Chisholm,
Milwaukee County Sheffifs Ofice Inspector Kevin Cayr

accountability and restorative community-based programs.Milwaukee County Supervis@illie Johnson Jr Sate of

“The creation of the
Community Justice Council
provides us with a unique
vehicle for change,” said
Chief Judge Kitty Brennan.

“I am pleased with the
cooperation and conviction o
all members of the executive
committee and their
commitment to positive
change in Milwaukee
County”

The Executive Committee
of the CJC has been meeting
monthly for approximately
seven months to develop the

Wisconsin FirsAssistant
Public Defendeffom Reed
and Benedict Center
Executive Director Kit
Murphy McNally.

The Council has six
standing committees: Data
Analysis and Housing, Jail
and HuberPrograms and
Interventions, Public
Outreach and Education,
Juvenile Justice and Public
Health.Various issues of
importance to the Milwaukee
community will be discussed
through several standing

structure and mission of the chief Judge Kitty K. Brenna addresses the first public meeting  Committees which will make
Council. The idea for the of Milwaukee’s Community Justice Council on Jan. 23, 2008 recommendations to the
formation of the CJC came Executive CommitteéAt the
from several dierent fronts. Some years ago then-Chief  January 23 meeting, the Council discussed the House of
Judge Michael Skwierawski created a version of the Coung@lorrection plan to restructure the electronic monitoring
that did not survive due to a variety of reasdireen in the  program. This issue will be forwarded to the Jail and Huber
fall of 2006, SherffDavid A. Clarke Jrinvited the National Utilization standing committee for action.

Institute of Corrections (NIC) to Milwaukee County to Community groups, government agencies and other
conduct an assessment of the criminal corrections systeminterested community members will be invited to join the
One of the recommendations the NIC made was to create @ouncil for discussion on various issuefeeting

criminal justice coordinating councirhe Milwaukee Milwaukee Countys criminal justice systemn

County Board then passed a resolution requiring the

By Kate Roherty, Library Associate, Milwaukee Legal Resource Center

he Milwaukee Legal Resource Centerfstafong with  many of my regular activities but whenever there has been a
other courthouse employees, attorneys, family and  need, someone has stepped forward. Many people have
friends, demonstrated support of cancer patients during theolunteered to come with me and support me during my
Christmas season. weekly sessions. Kate Roherty came up with the idea of
On behalf of our co-worker and friend, Rebecca Knutsonsharing this overwhelming kindness and generosity with
who is currently receiving chemotherapy at the Oncology other patients.”

Alliance at Columbia § Mary’s Hospital, a gift bag was The project began as we brainstormed a way to try to have
assembled for each patient who receives treatment at the a positive impact on patients as they received treatment
clinic. during the week of Christmashinking there would be

According to Rebecca: “Since being diagnosed last, Maymaybe 20 patients, we decided on a gift bag for each person
| have been receiving weekly chemotherapy treatments. |containing items to help make the treatment a little easier
know how dificult and depressing the hours in the chemo  After checking with the clinic we were shocked to learn
chair can be, and the siddesits and other complications of that at least 60 people receive treatment for cancer at CSM
cancer can be devastating. But | am amazed every day at each week.We were unsure how to proceed. Should we
how incredibly kind people have been ifiesing me their scale back the number of people who would get a bag, or
help, support, prayers and love, and | am so grateful for thgive them something smaller?
care and concern. Then people around us who knew about Rebecca’

“Thankfully at this time | am still able to work and do situation came forward and got involved by giving their
see Gift bag on page 6
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White named to Milbank Memorial Fund language program included judges, lawyers, police,

Technical Board journalists and representatives from other government
Judge MaxineA. White has accepted an appointment to adroups and @anizations.

three-year term as one of six On Dec. 20, Gonzalez participated in a one-hour digital

members of the technical boar video conference on the subject of combating domestic

of the Milbank Memorial Fund. violence. Gonzalez made the video appearance on the

She becomes the first membe program sponsored by the U.S. DepartmenttafeS

of the judiciary to be named tc Bureau of International Information Programs and the U.S.

this board since its inception. Embassy in Buenaaires, Argentina with the technological
The Board of the Milbank help of UWLa Crosse.

Memorial Fund established the

technical board in 1922 to Voelker nominated for COSCA board

provide it with general advice Director of Sate Court\. JohnVoelker has been

about its priorities and nominated to serve on the board of directors of the

programs. Historicallyits Judge Maxine A. White Confe_rence of tate CourtAdministrators, a national

members have consisted of association.

medical doctors and chief executives of major health Final selection of board members will be made this

organizations. summer at the group’annual meeting, said Shelley
During her term on the technical board, Juddste will ~ Rockwell, COSCAassociation manager

serve with an attending neurologist at a major health center Nominees are selected based on a variety of factors,
a former secretary of a state department of health and threéacluding diversity geographystate population and length
chief executive dicers and presidents of health of service. Responsibilities of the board include policy
organizations. development, program planning, project conceptualization
The Milbank Memorial Fund is an endowed operating ~and oversight.
foundation that works to improve health by helping inform
decision makers in the public and private secte. Fund Bradley teaches at
has engaged in nonpartisan analysis, stteearch, and International
communication on significant issues in Judicial Academy

health policy JusticeAnn Walsh Bradley
was invited to be a member

Gonzalez makes international of the faculty of the

present ations International Judicial

Circuit Court Judge Ramona Gonzalez, La\cademy Along with three

Crosse Countyvisited the Dominican federal court judges, she

Republic Oct. 1-12, 2007 to give a recently spoke at a seminar |

presentation at a conference on the Hague BuenosAires, Argentina. The

Convention on Child\bduction.The seminay hosted by the Justice Ann Walsh Bradley

seminar was set up by the Dominican Academy focused on various

CentralAuthority on Childrers Issues. issues relating to insurance law

Judge Ramona Gonzalez Audience members for the Spanish-

continued from page 5

time, talents or donations for the bags. SaaleSLaw and how amazed they were that people they had never met
Librarian Jane Colwin: “It was such a great idea, | cotldn’ could do such a kind and generous thing for them at a time
help but contribute.” when it was badly needed.

Together we knew we could provide a bag for each patientOnce we saw the impact the gift bags had on the patients
and they would be as wonderful as we had imagined. Eaclve pledged to do it again next Christm&¥e invite anyone
bag contained candg Christmas ornament, gift card to who would like to be involved by giving their time, talents
Barnes & Noble or Schwartz Bookshops, homemade or donations of items or money to contact either Rebecca at
Christmas cookies and a holiday mug. Rebecca.knutson@wicourts.gow Kate at

Each patient was given a bag as they checked in and thé§ate.roherty@wicourts.goar by calling the Milwaukee
were able to enjoy the contents while receiving treatment. Legal Resource Center at (414) 278-43%% would
Rebecca oncologist DrScott Maul had this to say: 6 sincerely like to thank everyone who contributétle spent
would not believe what a dérence this made for people. a very enjoyable Sunday afternoon putting the bags together
The fact that a person going through chemotherapy went tdhe results were powerful and moving to everyone who was
the efort of reaching out to others going through the same involved. Thanks to all for making the project such a huge
process meant a lot and touched many hearts.” successn

Nurses and patients shared with us the impact that the
bags had on people, saying how their demeanor brightened



by Danielle Basil Long, Policy Analyst, Director of State Courts Office
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Court Operations sthimembers are compiling from the Ofice of Court Operations.

recommendations of two separate focus groups, which Overall, focus group results demonstrate that current

met last year to assess current restraining order practices ipractices and access to restraining ordekigtonsin are

Wisconsin. quite good.While there is certainly room for improvement,
The focus groups were funded by a grant through the  respondents were mostly positive about the status quo.

Wisconsin Ofice of JusticéAssistance under a project to Promising practices were shared among participants and they

assess needs and problem areas and identify potential were chaged with making recommendations for

corrective actions concerning domestic abuse restraining improvementsAlthough practices vary significantly across

orders. counties, participants agreed on many areas where system
The first focus group was conducted in June 2007 with improvements could be made statewide.

eleven clerks of court or their designees. Participants and  Some of the clerk recommendations include:

their respective counties: Jim Smith, Milwaukeeki using a decision or filing tree to help petitioners (at the
Gilbertson, Dane; Sheila REifValworth; Diane Fremgen, time of filing aTRO) determine the most appropriate remedy
Winnebago; LoraValters, Marathon; LisgVilson, Brown; for their situation,

Pam Radtke, LaCrosse; Roselle Urnessfabaif Cindy sharing ideas and best practices statewide,

Kimmons and Dawn Dunbar from Lincoln; and Jane Putskey providing training for all parties (clerks, judges, sHeyif
Waushara. court commissioners) on both the processingROs and

The second focus group was conducted in October 2007 domestic abuse sensitivity
with nine judges and court commissioners. Participants and Judge and commissioner recommendations include:

their respective county or municipality: Judge Michael having a consistent agency or person (preferably an
J.Rosboroughyernon County; Judge Faye M. Flancher advocate or volunteer lawyer) onsite at every courthouse to
Racine; Judge Douglds Fox, Price; Judge Scott R. assist petitioners with the process

Needham, & Croix; Commissioner David Reddyalworth; having someone within the system (preferably the clerk)

Commissioner Marjorie Schuett, Madison; Commissioner verify proof of service of the temporary restraining order
Sandy GradyMilwaukee; Commissioner Dolores Bomrad, rather than relying on the petitioner to do so, and create a

Washington; and Commissioner Dan Bisséfitanebago. best practices protocol to be used statewide.
Both focus groups were facilitated by Mary Crave from the Focus group findings will be compiled into a report which
University of Wisconsin - Extension. will include participant recommendations for

Also in attendance: District [l Couftdministrator Kerry improvements

Connelly and Danielle Long, Savdard and Erin Slattengren

By Nancy Rottier, Legislative Liaison

n April 1, 2008,Wisconsin will become the 28th state to join DNR staf had extensive discussions with §tabm the Ofice
theWildlife Violator Compact (the Compact)he of Court Operations and Consolidated C@urtomation
Legislature authorizewisconsin to join the Compact in 2005 Programs (CCAP) and with several clerks of court to simplify the
WisconsinAct 282; the provisions of the compact can be found administrative rules and the procedures required of the court

s. 29.03Wis. Sats. All the states surrounding/isconsin are system by the compact. Consultations have continued with the
already members of the Compact. DNR and with the recently-hired/ildlife Violator Compact

Compact member states must agree to recognize the suspendoiministrator
of wildlife license privileges of any person whose license The Records Management Committee is developing a new form
privileges have been suspended by a participating Jtage. for implementing th&Vildlife Violator Compact, as well as a new

suspension must be treated as if it had occurred in the home stébem to be used for court suspensions or revocation of wildlife
In addition, each member state must allow a violator to accept dicenses permitted under ch. 28js. Sats. The procedures and
wildlife citation and to proceed on his or her way without delay the forms will be very similar to the current ones used to notify
regardless of residency the violatofs home state is party to the the Department ofransportation of the suspension or revocation
compact. of a drivers license. CCABtaf is also making appropriate

Before joining the compact, ttWisconsin Department of programming changes for the new procedurdse forms and
Natural Resources (DNR) developed administrative rules to assprecedures will most likely be implemented in June 208&tch
due process is fairded to individuals subject to administrative  for bulletins from the Directds ofice explaining the forms and
suspensions in this state or who are suspended in a member stpteceduresn



AWARDS

Nettesheim, Fleishauer honored with jurist awards
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The Sate Bar ofWisconsin Bench and Bar Committee haprograms for judges and was Dean of\ttisconsin Judicial

selected twdWisconsin judges for the exceptional College, which provides orientation and training for newly
contributions they have made to their elected or appointed judges and a refresher for sitting
communities and the justice system over the judges, from 1987 to 1993. Judge Nettesheim is also active
years. in the Sate Bay where he has served on the Mentor Council
Judge Neal R\Nettesheim, who recently and the Bench Bar Committee, which studies the
retired from the District Il Court oAppeals, organization, operation and general administration of
will receive the bar associatien™Lifetime Wisconsin courts, including practice and procedure issues.
JuristAchievement” award; Judge Fredevit Judge Fleishaugwho has served on the bench since
FleishauerPortage County Circuit Court, will 1981, was praised by his peers as a model of integrity
receive the “Judge of théear” award at the patience and respect in all of his contacts with attorneys,
State Bar ofWisconsins Annual Convention in  other county personnel and persons appearing in his
May. courtroom. Katherine Munck, Executive Director of
The Lifetime JurisAchievementAward Justiceworks, Ltd. of Portage

Judge Neal P. Nettesheim recognizes a jurist who has served more than o@ounty which promotes the
full term as a circuit court judge and who has  principles of restorative justice,
demonstrated outstanding, long-term judicial service duringoted that Judge Fleishauer ha
his or her years as a sitting judge. “expended an enormous amou
The Judge of th¥earAward honors an outstanding circuitof personal time and fefrt in
court trial judge who has exceeded the call of judiciit®f forwarding initiatives to improve
and who has improved the judicial system in some fashionthe justice system and to invol

during the past year the community in that endeavb
Judge Nettesheim, who wedsconsins second-longest Munck said Fleishauer worked
sitting judge at the time of his retirement last yeas in collaboratively with stakeholder

private practice from 1966 to 1975, when he became a  in Stevens Point and Portage

Waukesha County judge. He served &¥aaikesha County  County to build community

Circuit Court Judge from 1978 to 1983, when he joined theawareness of the justice systert/dge Frederic W. Fleishauer
District 1l Court ofAppeals. He served as Chief Judge fromand to promote restorative justice.

1990 to 93. He was praised Wijlliam J. Domina, Judge Fleishauer is widely recognized for tHeiehcy
Milwaukee County Corporation Counsel, as a jurist who and professionalism of his courtroom. Past recipients of the
defended both “the rule of law and the rule of common  Lifetime JuristAchievemen®ward include the Hon.

sense” and as the embodiment of “fairness, scholarship ariedward R. BrunneiLee E.Wells, Peter GPappas, Patrick

excellent judicial temperament.” T. SheedyMark J. Farnum,.RCharles Jones, Edwin C.
In addition to serving on the bench, Judge Nettesheim h&ahlbeg and Myron L. Gordon.
played an exceptionally active role in promoting judicial Past recipients of the Judge of ¥earAward include

education and excellence. He served on the statelicial Kitty K. Brennan, Mark S. Gempelelohn J. Perlich,
Education Committee, which oversees continuing educatioBerald C. Nichol and Maxin&. White. n

Director 's awards announced McMonigal, nominated Slattengren for this award based on
Director of Sate CourtsA. JohnVoelker has announced  her work with PRC and the Gffce of Court Operations.

the winners of the 2007 DirectsrRecognitiofAwards: Slattengrers contributions in the management of grant
Kevin Grittner , Randy Peterson, Shannon Spranger funds such as the ®Pand JEHTgrants have been critical

Bill Severson and John Hutchins Consolidated Court to the success of t.hiS expanding area of CQUYF operations.

Automation Programs. Director Jean Bousquet nominated Slattengrers work in stafing PPAC with dedication and

this group based on its role in the CCBRtabasdeams enthusiasm has resulted in renewed vitality for ongoing

successful work in migrating all CCAdcuit court initiatives and the successful beginning of new court system

databases from Sybase to PostGFae teans eforts and ~ Programs and projects.

individual performance in this Ige-scale project were keys ~Mary Hoeft Smith, trust account program administrator

to the success of this crucial initiative. Grittnéeterson, Office of Lawyer Regulation.

Severson and Hutchins are database administrators; Spring&eith Sellen nominated Mary Hoeft Smith for this award

is a senior technical support engineer based on her work with the revisions of the trust account
Erin Slattengren, policy analyst, Court Operations (now rules that will substantially improve the professional practice

special projects manager). of law and protection of funds of clients and other persons.
Sheryl Gervasi, court operations directaiong with the ~ Hoeft Smiths work was critical to the Supreme Cosirt’

Policy and Planninddvisory Committee (P&RC) Planning  adoption of thelrustAccount Petitionn

Committee, Hon. Caishley and HonWilliam



continued from page 2
the night before in Milwaukee and would have arrived honfédled with good conversation.
quite late. My fear soon subsided, howewasrthe Chief
quickly appeared from her house, suitcase in tow Friday, January 25
8:45 a.m We arrive in Black River Falls, and | notice the 8:30 a.m.After meeting with the Eau Claire County
bank temperature sign reads minus 18. It felt bitter cold, b@ircuit Court judges to assess the state of the judiciary in
that didnt deter a number of people from the media, law the countythe Chief Justice and | toured the courthouse.
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enforcement, the local harourt staff, and county We met many of the hard-working members of the clerk of
government from gathering in the courtroom for a circuit court staff who are the public face of the systanve
discussion about the justice system. then met with a series of individuals in a reception, where

It was a great opportunity to hear about the challenges we addressed issues ranging from judicial need in Eau
facing the system, as well as the creative responses that Claire to the rationale behind recent Supreme Court
have developedNe discussed videoconferencing, inmate decisions.
classification and funding for district attorneys. 11:45 a.m.At the conclusion of a brief interview with a
We covered a lot of topics quickly before Seventh Districlocal television station, Judge Procttire Chief Justice and
CourtAdministrator Pat Brummond let us know we needed met with the editorial board of the Eau Claire Leader
to move on in order to stay on schedule. Before we left, Telegram. Because Eau Claire County has a number of
Jackson County board chairmame\& Dickinsen, who once innovative programs, the discussion focused on the many
advocated closing down the courts to save money good things that are happening in the community and briefly
commended the Chief Justice for her leadership in on public financing for Supreme Court racé¥ith a
identifying new approaches to address the funding issues sandwich in one hand, steering wheel in the other Chief
facing the courts at the local level. It was a perfect time taread directions as we headed for Chippewa County...
move on — leaving on a high note, of which there were 1:15 p.m.We arrive in Chippewa Countyneeting first
many during our tour with the judges and the publisher and a reporter from the
11:30 a.m.We pull into the parking lot of the relatively  Chippewa HeraldThe Chief then “held court” in one of the
newWa Ehi Hoci, or court facility of the Ho-Chunk Nation. branches, fielding a variety of questions from individuals in
It was amazing to see the progress the tribal court has maiihe crowded courtroom. In order for her Etafmeet the
over the yearsA court system that once operated out of a Chief (what am |, chopped liver?), the clerk of circuit court
trailer is now housed in a very well-designed and attractivanentioned it was the first time she closed hécefduring
courthouse A tour led by Ho-ChunKrial JudgeTodd business hours.
Matha wrapped up with a stop in the room that houses the 4:45 p.m.With the navigation system on, we head out to
nation’s traditional court — a wood paneled room with an find the party — Gregg Moorgretirement party that is.
impressive round fire pit in the center provided a glimpse dinfortunately the snow had started to fall, and that waan’
the importance tradition can play in the Ho-Chunk nation. good sign for the ride back to Madisowith the banquet
Tradition continued to be evident as we were invited as room very full, Gregg was honored for his significant
guests of the tribe at a luncheon that included traditional contributions to the court system during his 24 years of

drumming and singin@All of the hospitality put us a bit service. The program was a proper senfifof Gregg, and
behind schedule... it allowed me to tell a few stories about Gregg that not
1:00 p.m.We arrive inWhitehall at theAlternative many people were aware of. | wbgo into sordid details

Grounds restaurant for another luncheon (no we tdeht’ here...
again) visit with leaders of the justice system, county board 7:45 p.m.We brush dfthe car hoping for better weather

Chair Barb Semb and Rep. Barbara Gronemus, D- as we head southlo my chagrin, neither the weather nor
Whitehall. We talked about the counsytrug court, teen the roads improvedWe passed through some snow and
court and criminal justice coordinating council. then some freezing drizzle. It seems that all the salt trucks

Our next stop itWhitehall was unique — an appearance owere on the other side of the interstate. Despite the weather
Trempealeau County ShdrRRichardAnderson$ regularly many drivers dorn’reduce their speed, and we see more
scheduled cable-acceB¥ show Initially, | thought a 30-  than a dozen cars in the median. | ddmow if the Chief
minute show sounded long, but it went very quicklyd he Justice was tired or afraid to watch me drive, but she did
asked some great questionfster recognizing a number of close her eyes on a few occasions during the trip home.
volunteers within the court system at an awards ceremony atlidnight | drop the Chief dfat home.
the courthouse, it wasfab Eau Claire. 12:15 a.m.| pull into my driveway happy to make it

6:15 p.m.We arrive in Eau Claire, and after a few home safely from a very productive trip.
minutes of unpacking at the hotel, ffienth Districts
unofficial welcoming committee — Chief Judge Benjamin D. Saturday, January 26
Proctor and district court administrator Gregg Moore, 6:00 a.m.The Chief prepared to leave for the Conference
picked us up for dinnerGregg even got his car washed for of Chief Justices while | slept.
the occasion. It was a great evening at a nice restaurant
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OBITUARIES

District attorney and was a member and past president of the
Portage County Bakssociation. He also served on the
Judge Ronald S. Brooks, who economics committee of thea$e Bar ofWisconsin. He was
was known as Ronald S. chairman of the Portage County Republican Party for many
Goldbeger before changing his years. On the recommendation of the county bar association,
name in 1999, died/ednesday Jenkins was appointed County Judge by then-@Bvren
Jan. 30, 2008 in Florida. He Knowles in 1969. Jenkins served first as county judge and

was 64. Brooks sat on the later circuit court judge until his retirement in 1988. He
bench in Milwaukee County continued to serve as reserve judge until 2000.

Circuit Court from 1988 to Jenkins served two terms as a city alderman and was a
2000. He retired at age 56. member of the town of Hull Board. He was a member and

past president of the Kiwanis Club, Izasklton League,
Portage Countyaxpayers
Judge Ronald S. Brooks Association, Jaycees and
(Ronald S. Goldberger) Serra Club. He was chairme
of the UWAIumni
Association and of the first
parish council at tSPeter
Catholic Church. He was a
Judge Robert Curtis Jenkins, who served both as a countyember of the tSMichaels
and circuit court judge in Portage CountiedWednesday Hospital Board, Portage
Jan. 9, 2008 after a brief illness &t Michaels Hospital in ~ County Red Crosgmerican
Stevens Point. He was 85. Legion Post 6 and Chambet
Jenkins attended the University\Wisconsin-Madison, of Commerce Board.
where he majored in accounting before his college educationSurviving Jenkins is his  judge Robert C. Jenkins
was interrupted by enlistment in the UAmy duringWorld  wife of 64 years, Betty June;
War Il. After the war Jenkins earned a law degree from the a daughterElizabeth Susan Goetting (Chandlémherst; a
UW Law School and returned tdaesens Point, where he son,William Frost Jenkins (@ri), Sevens Point; a son, Jason
entered practice with his father Jenkins, Seattle; a daughtkiolly Jenkins, California; and
Jenkins was a highly respected and active attoldeyvas two grandchildrenWilliam Frost Jenkins Il and Jillian Page
a Justice of the Peace, served three terms as Portage Coudénkins both of t8vens Pointn

LEADERSHIP

L ast yearthe Jeferson County Circuit Court launched a allowed for more dicient scheduling and the ability to
new system for case assignmeAtsthe six-month process cases in a more timely man@aurt-related dices
mark, the new system had moved the county up significantignd agencies, such as the Disthttbrney, Public Defender
in statewide rankings in the median age at and Human Services also benefit by the increased
disposition measurement in case processinggfficiencies which come along with specialized court
according to Jé&rson County Circuit Court assignments in that they are required to assign personnel to
Presiding Judge Randy R. Koschnitke fewer branches on an ongoing basis. Public safety is
main objectives of the new system are to  enhanced as criminal cases are given scheduling priority and
make better use of tax monéwprove the are thereby resolved promptly
level of service to the public and enhance The new system was implemented without the need to hire

public safety additional personnel, so there is no additional cost to the
Under the new system, individual branchesaxpayers, Koschnick said. Due to some personnel changes
specialize in specific areabhe four within the new system, the county actually saved over
branches are assigned to the following two- $12,000 in personnel costs in 2007 and expects to realize
year rotations: criminal/tré€ (two ongoing annual savings of similar amounts, Koschnick said.
Jefferson County Circuit branches); civil/family (one branch); and A key component of the new system is the use of video
Court Judge Randy R. juvenile/probate/general (one branchjo conferencingThe probate court branch was equipped with a
Koschnick full-time court commissioners assist by new video conference system in early 2007 as part of the
handling family cases, small claims cases, injunction court reoganization planAs a result, mental commitment

hearings and criminal intak&his case assignment plan has patients receiving care at thiéinnebago and Mendota
see Jefferson county on page 16
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RETIREMENTS

her life and to being a grandma to 8-month-old grandson w

After 20 years on the bench, Brown Luke. She started working in January 1969 at the age of 23, in
County Circuit Court Judge Peter J. the Veterans service fi€e with Leroy Harmon until
Naze will retire March 21. September 1973. From there, she worked part time, then full
“I've been thinking about it and time in the register in probatefigk.
concluded it time,” Naze told the “I have really enjoyed working with
Green Bay Ress Gazettin a story the people of Burnett CountyRichard
that appeared Jan. 4. “I'm going to said. “The best part of my job was
miss the work, and I'm going to mis: having such variety (of things to do). |
the people... but i§ time to move never knew what the day would bring
on.” Working with three judges (Gundersol
Naze said he'll travel more and Taylor and Gableman) was very gooc
further pursue his interest in Judge Peter J. Naze

and the job would not have been half
as enjoyable without these three
judges,” Richard told the newspaper

bicycling during retirement. He also hopes to work as a
reserve judge and handle mediation ca&e®ng things Naze
said he has enjoyed the most over the years is bringing
students into the courtroom.

He recalls receiving many thank-you notes from such visits A plaque signed by Benjamin D.
over the years — one said he did a better job than Judge Judy; Proctor, chief judge of the Wisconsin

. , Lo 10th Judicial District; Scott R.
another young girl suggested she’d date him if she were a Needham, deputy chief; and Gregg

grandmother Moore, district court administrator for
The newspaper outlined some of the more prominent cases the past 24 years, was presented by
handled by Naze over the years, including the John Maloney Moore to Dorothy Richard at the

retirement party given for her Friday,
Jan. 4, in the courtroom of the Burnett
County Government Center.

homicide trial in 1999. ... “Maloneya former Green Bay
police arson investigatowas convicted of killing his wife,
Sandy and burned her house and body to cover up the crime.”

Appeals are still pending, repor#&ndy Nelesen wrote. Retiring Tenth District Court

Administrator Gregg Moore poses
with Chief Justice Shirley S.
Abrhamson at a retirement party in
Madison. Moore also was honored at

Three Registers in retirement party in Chippewa Falls.

Probate from northern Abrahamson jokingly accused Moore
Wisconsin counties are of being a “quitter,” despite 24 years
of service to the Wisconsin Court

retiring after many years of
service: Dorothy Richard,
Burnett County; Diane
Erickson, Iron County; and
Rosalindwilhelm, Ashland
County Richard served 39
years in several capacities;

The 10th district RIPs in Erickson, 14 years; and
attendance at the Tenth Judicial Wilhelm eight years.

District meeting in October at the ichard f di
Barron County Justice Center Richard was featured in
surprised Gregg Moore and the Inter-County Leader

Dorothy Richard with a cake. newspapemwhich reported
more than 80 people

gathered for a retirement party on Jan. 4 in Siren. L a—

Tenth District CourAdministrator Gregg Moore, who made e
a presentation, called Richard a great resource and mentor fﬁrebruary 12. Klossneln honor of his last two days serving the citizens of Dodge
new registers in probate. Richard was always on the IookoutWaS e County, Judge Daniel Klossner thanked the ladies at the
for ways to save taxpayemoney Moore was quoted as - Justice Facility with corsages. Judge Klossner is retiring
saying. on February 12, 2008 after 23 years on the Bench.

; . Dodge County prior
Retlrgd Burnett COL,mty CIrCUIt. Court Judge Jaﬁm:ﬂor . to his election as judge. He is also former chair of the Board of Bar Exantiners.
said Richards reputation was built on the way she did her job

- with compassion and empattaccording to the newspaper
Richard said that she is looking forward to the next part of

System.

Dodge County Circuit
Court Judge Daniel
W. Klossney who was
first elected in 1984,
and who has been
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PEOPLE

On Dec. 10, 2007, thé/isconsin Supeme Cout made Sawyer County Readnewspaper reported on Nd4,
headlines statewide in announcing its unanimous support 2007.
realistic, meaningful public campaign financing for JudgeNorman L. Yackel, Sawyer County Circuit Court,
Supreme Court races. andJames Mohr, Lac Courte Oreilles tribal judge, listened

“Public financing of Supreme Court campaigns is a timelto attorneys representing parties seeking to modify child-
and vital subject, important to the maintenance of a fair  custody placement at a Nd&. The hearing was held, in
neutral, impartial, non-partisan judiciary\ivisconsin.We part, to determine placement and whether that decision
commend the legislature and governor for considering thiswould be in tribal court or the county circuit court, the
issue,” members of the Court wrote to legislators and GovCounty Record reported.

Jim Doyle. In 2001, Sawyer County and the Lac Courte Oreilles

The letter did not endorse any particular bill or proposal, signed onto a protocol to help resolve questions about where
nor address financing for any other races. a case in dispute should be heard.

“A cornerstone of our state is that the judiciary is fair “Although the judges have had a number of discussions

neutral, impartial, and non-partisarhe risk inherent in any and transferred cases between their respective courts, this
non-publicly funded judicial election for this Court is that was the first situation requiring an on-the-record hearing,”
the public may inaccurately perceive a justice as beholdenCounty Recat news editoiTerrell Boettcher reported.

to individuals or groups that contribute to his or her _—

campaign. Judges must not only be,fagutral, impartial Board of Bar Examiners Directdohn Kosobuckiand

and non-partisan but also should be so perceived by the his wife, Noelle celebrated the birth of their first child,
public,” the letter stated. Lara Elizabeth Kosobucki at 12:27 a.m. on January 2.

“For the first time since the early 1980s, two judges - one Court Information Ofcer Amanda Todd and her
state and one tribal - sat side by side on the judicial benchhusband,Jim Beal, celebrated the birth of their third Qoy
to hear a civil case iBawyerCounty Circuit Court,” the Joseph Scott Beabn Feb. 7 in Madison.

The Chonotypenewspaper in Rice Lake touted the
benefits of Barron County’restorative justice program in
an editorial on Feb. 6. Since introducing the program 10
years ago, directdpolly Wolner, her stafand volunteers
have had a positivefett on the entire communit new
study byEric Kapser, assistant professor of political
science at UMABarron County seems to support these
claims.The study shows a strong correlation between the
restorative justice program and a decrease in the number of
juvenile crimes in the countyccording to the newspaper
The program focuses on the harm that is caused by
criminal behavior through educatingefders on the
In the media room at the Walworth County Judicial Center, a  consequences of their actions and allowing victims to take a
team from WTMJ-TV in Milwaukee prepares to do a remote  more active role in the justice system. Programs like victim-
broadcast on the Mark Jensen murder trial. Scott Keske, left  nffender conferencing, teen court, truancy intervention,
is the broadcast engeneer while Michael lammi, nght is the victim impact panels and Prime for Life have been
cameraman and Heather Shannon does the reporting. . . .
Photo by: Terry Mayer/Special to the Janesville Gazette established in the coungytourts, law enforcement agencies
and schoolsThe success of the program has lead to

As reported statewide, January 8 brought tornadoes t0,gjtional state and federal funding, as well as interest from
southerrWisconsin.The strange winter weather forced  qiher counties hoping to create similar programs.

an emegency evacuation of the upper floors of the
Walworth County Courthouse — right in the middle of the The Governors Commission on Reducing Racial

high-profile Mark Jensen murder trial that had been Disparities in the Wisconsin Judicial Systenmade
moved to Elkhorn from Kenosha. Kenosha County Judggeadiines when it released its report in early Febriwy
Bruce E. Schioedertold theElkhorn Independerthat report, which recommended changes in the system to

he was happy to interrupt the trial rather than chancing ayromote faimess, calls the gaps in incarceration rates “a
tornado strike during testimony — although he admitted genyine crisis for the country and the stat&Vesconsin. It
having ridden out tornado warnings in the paseas is not merely a problem of appearance; it is a calamity that
ago, there was a tornado warning (in Kenosha) and | hagilds on itself The criminal justice system has to own its
the jurors stay in the courtroom,” the judge was quoted agart of the problem, even though it cannot solve all aspects
saying. “But thas an old masonry building from 1923.” of the problem.”

One of the areas the report focused on was disparity in

see People on page 15



By Beth Bishop Perrigo,Deputy Court Administrator, District One, and
D. Michael Baier Jr., court information intern

he First Judicial District has launched a unification  jnformation:

THE THIRD BRANCH

initiative to improve the resolution of cases involving improve the quality of judicial decision-making in
children and families. Childrens and Family Court by assigning appropriate cases
Chief Judge Kitty Brennan announced a Unification to the initiative;

initiative for the First District Children's and Famlly Court provide Specia]ized training and Continuing education to
in 2006 and created a Unification committee, consisting ofFamily Court and Childres’Court judges and sfah the
Judge MaxineA.White, Presiding Judge of the Family areas of substantive family and juvenile J@ase

Division; Judge Maryfriggiano, Presiding Judge of the  management, cultural competentamily dynamics, alcohol
Children’s Division; Judge Karen Christenson; Mike Bruch,and substance abuse, mental health, child welfare, child
Family Court Commissioner; Beth Bishop Perrigo, Deputy development and domestic violence;

District CourtAdministrator; Liz Finn Gorski, Children’s reduce the adversarial nature of the legal process through
Court Coordinator; Janet Nelson, Leattbrney Child the use of alternative dispute resolution, when appropriate;
Support Enforcement; and Susan Medina, Paralegal. eliminate duplicative hearings;

The mission of the Famlly and Childrertnification improve the case management of Fam”y and Children’
Project is to provide children and families with a more Courts cases in the initiative:
accessible way of resolving Family and Childse@ourt increase the use and availability of community and court
matters through the combined and coordinatéattsfof resources;

Childrens Court, Family Court and other adjunct agencies  provide better protection to victims of abuse and neglect
that provide services to children and famili@he projec  and prevent future harm;

goal is to get all of one familg’cases in front of one judge improve access to the courts;

or a team of judges to avoid inconveniences and costs to improve and expand the use of technology in the courts;
families and the taxpayers and increase the wisdom of  gnd

judicial decisions and resources available to families. provide professional and courteous service to all persons
In launching its initiative, Milwaukee joins a number of involved in the initiative.

other counties with unified family courts, including Kenosha a significant challenge to Milwauke5uccessful unified

and La Crosse. court is the physical distance between the Family courts in
The Milwaukee €brt had the early assistance of Judge downtown Milwaukee and the ChildranCourt Center six

Susan Carbon of New Hampshire, who met with the Chief mijles west of downtown. To initially address this issue, the

Judge, presiding judges from Childrerind Family Court  Chijef Judge created the Family/Childeinification

and Deputy DCAPerrigo to describe the successful Paralegal position held by Susan Medina. In this position,
Unification eforts in her state. In addition, Judg&ite Medina is responsible for cross referencing all new case
andTriggiano attended themerican BaAssociation filings at Childrens Court in Consolidated Court

Summit on Unified Courts in Baltimore, Maryland, along  Automation Programs (CCAP) to determine if there are any
with Judge JohAlbert and the Dane County team. corresponding Paternity/Family court cases. She then

Information gathered from these events was shared with thﬁ)mrﬂetes a Childres/Family Court Unification Form and
committee to deVelOp the First Judicial District Famlly and sends it to all Corresponding courfBhe form details all

Childrens Court Unification Project goals: . pertinent information related to all court cas@ie Family
_analyze cases involving both the Childseahd Family  and Childrers court judges are now communicating with
Divisions for the purpose of sharing case specific each other to improve the processing of a famitgses.

see First district on page 15

continued from page 4

Judicial District replicated the program. The judicial district court administrator;

Implemented at the judicial district level, the program is Any pro secoordinators within the District;
coordinated in a partnership arrangement with the district, ~ A local register in probate;
State Law Librarian Jane Colwin, antagPro Se A local clerk of circuit court; and
CoordinatorAnn Zimmerman.A library system within the Ann ZimmermanWisconsin Court Systesi'statepro se
given judicial district typically co-sponsors and hosts the ~coordinator
program, which is aimed at informing public library &taf

about the various court-related services and information N @ddition to these group presentations, the project has a

currently available to assist self-represented litigaiite second component in which local Registers in Probate and
presentation typically lasts 3.5 to 4.5 hodws.optional Clerks of _Clr(_:un Cqurt m_ake persgnal follow-up visits to
afternoon program presented by Jane Colwin, who provide%aCh public library in their respective counties in order to
an overview of\isconsins legal framework, is often foster personal working relationships and to provide further
elected by the attending librarians. Featured speakers information related to available circuit court resources. For
usually include: further information, contaddnn Zimmerman at

The district chief judge; Ann.Zimmerman@wicourts.gon

Jane Colwin, state law librarian;
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continued from page 1

Forbeck said the appointment is a privilege and an honor

Knox-Bauer sworn in T aylor County “l intend to undertake this responsibility and to serve the

JudgeAnn Knox-Bauer citizens of Rock County with the fairness, the integrity and

was sworn in agaylor the compassion required of the position,” Forbeck said.

County Circuit Court judge Forbeck has served as an attorney at Forbeck, Elliott &

on Jan. 3. She was Monahan for the past 34 years and previously worked in the

appointed by Gawim Rock County DistricAttorney’s Ofice. He received his

Doyle to fill the vacancy bachelots degree from Marquette University and

created by the retirement of subsequently his law degree from Marquette University

Judge Gary L. Carlson. Law School in 1970. Forbeck is active in that8line

She will begin serving in Boys and Girls Club, the Roy Chapm@andrews Society

late January for a term Beloit 2020 and serves &éce President of the Beloit

ending July 31, 2009. Public Library Board offrustees. He and his wife, Nancy
“Ann is a respected live in Beloit.

lawyer in theTaylor County
community’ Doyle said. Colas appointed to
“Her dedication to the people @fisconsin and to justice Dane County Circuit
will make her an asset on the bench. She brings great Court
experience and leadership, and | know she will serve well inGov. Jim Doyle announced tt
this judgeship,” Doyle added. appointment of Juan B. Colas 1
Knox-Bauer said she felt privileged to serve the people dhe Dane County Circuit Court
Taylor County and to continue the legacy established by fill the vacancy created by the
Judge Gary L. Carlson during the past 28 years. retirement of Judga&ngela B.
“I am looking forward to fulfilling my duties as Circuit ~ Bartell. Colas was scheduled ti
Court Judge with integritycivility and enthusiasm,” Knox- be sworn in on Feb. 22 for a
Bauer said in the announcement. term ending July 31, 2009.
Ann Knox-Bauer has served as an attorney at Salm &  “Juan Colas possesses the Judge Juan B. Colas
Knox-Bauer since 1991. She has served Bsytor County  legal knowledge, integrifyand
Court Commissioner since 1999 andraglor County temperament that is required of Circuit Court judges,”
Family Court Commissioner since 2006. Knox-Bauer Doyle said. “He is a well-respected member of his
received her bachelsrdegree from the UMZau Claire and community and will make an excellent addition to the
her law degree from Hamline University School of Law in court.”

Judge Ann Knox-Bauer

1991. Knox-Bauer is a member of the Kiwanis, has Juan Colas has served asfasistantAttorney General in

volunteered for the Chippewa Fire District, and has the Department of Justice since 1992. He also served as

formerly served as a Mockial judge. She and her legal counsel for Goviony Earl and in the Gite of the

husband, John, live in Medford with their two children, State Public Defender

Joseph andmanda. “I am grateful to Governor Doyle for entrusting me with
this chage,” Colas said. “| am eager to serve the people of

Forbeck appointed in Dane County and thet&e ofWisconsin in this new

Rock County capacity’

Gov. Jim Doyle has appointed Colas received his bachelsrdegree from UW/adison
Kenneth Forbeck to the Rock and his law degree from the UWéw School. Colas has
County Circuit Court, to fill the been an attorney since 1981. He is a member of the
vacancy created by the resignati Wisconsin Hispanic Lawyeisssociation, volunteers as an
of Judge JohiV. Roethe. ESLteacher at the Literacy Network of Dane County and

Doyle said Forbeck brings a formerly served as a Mockial judge and as an instructor
wealth of legal expertise and in the UWLaw School Lawyering Skills Course. Colas was
experience to the bench and tha born in Colombia and will be Dane Courgtyirst Hispanic

will serve the people of Rock  Judge Kenneth Forbeck  judge. He and his wifédmy, live in Madison with their two
County well. daughters, Elena and Grace.
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Paternity testing has been streamlined between the
Childrens and Family divisions. DN#est results are how
shared to avoid duplicative testing. Children in Need of
Protection and/or Services (CHIPS) DNSts that have a

Crosse County; Circuit Court Judge Karen E. Christenson,
Milwaukee County; Districfwo CourtAdministrator Kerry
Connelly; District Seven Couidministrator Pat

Brummond; Childrers Court Improvement Program

THE THIRD BRANCH

99 percent or greater probability of paternity are being useBirector Michelle Jensen-Goodwin; and Milwaukee County
to establish paternity in Family Court. Medina completes aChildrens Court Coordinator Liz Finn Gorski.

Voluntary PaternityAcknowledgement Form or paternity
interview and forwards the forms to Child Support

As a result of the meeting, the group will continue to
explore areas that could assist jurisdictions in théartsfto

Enforcement so aA?FA case can be filed downtown. Sinceunify their court systemsArea of common interest

the same family is more likely to initially appear at
Childrens Court, DNAtesting prevents the family from

included: CCARenhancements, legislative changes
including those décting confidentiality laws, conflicting

having to make a trip to the downtown courthouse, reducirgfandards and burdens, and mediation serviths.group

the likelihood of non-appearance of the parent in the
paternity case (especially incarcerated parents who are
produced to appear at ChildrerCourt hearings) and
expediting the support determinations.

Additionally, on Nov 14, 2007, a statewide unification
group met in Madison to discuss unificatiofoef that are
currently working inwWisconsin. In addition to Brennan,
White, Triggiano and Bishop Perrigo, attendees included:
Dane County Circuit Court judges JohnAthert and
Shelley Gaylord; Circuit Court JuddeddW. Bjerke, La

PEOPLE continued from page 12

sentencing for drug t#nses between blacks and whites for

the same dénse.The report states that these policies and
practices need to be re-examined.

agreed that they would keep in contact to explore additional
unification eforts statewide.

The First District also is starting a limited pilot project
that will assign all family related cases, including CHIPS,
Termination of Parental Rights, Guardianship, Family
Paternity and Juvenile Injunctions to one judge. Judges and
Clerks in both divisions will be cross trained separately in
February of 2008 to better understand the legal requirements
for all case types

Bev Butula, past President of the Law Librarians
Association ofWisconsin, recently wrote about many of the

The report also stressed the important changes being méadpful features of theVisconsin $ate Law Library in her

at the local level. “Currentlthere is a lack of data and/or
lack of tracking data by race at all stages of the judicial
system, from initial law enforcement contact through
probation, incarceration and parole,” the report states.
“Local jurisdictions need to have data so they have an
understanding of what is happening in their communities
and can begin the discussion locally

Included in the reports recommendations:

Wisconsin Law Journal online blog.

“The various items déred on th&VSLL Web site can
assist in quickly locating information,” Butula writes.

Butula likes the “Legal Research Guides” section, “which
gathers and ganizes online pathfinders to assist when
initiating your research. (Like when you have to do a
legislative history for the first time in many years).” $he’
also a fan of the “Historical Documents&ction, which

Increasing and improving the validity and reliability of‘provides links to numerous documents and collections.”
data (e.g. collecting and making data available) throughadlibrary cardholders can borrow materials as well as access

the state.

Developing a tracking system to
identify race and age at all stages of
contact with the
justice system in local jurisdictions.

Developing information technology
resources to pull together data from
different databases to the extent
possible.

Developing consistent and reliable
data across the systems and across
jurisdictions.

Breaking down the barriers that
prevent juvenile justice system and
child welfare system workers from
sharing information about youth in
either system.

The full report can be found at:
www.equaljustice.wi.gov

January 2008 issue of Wisconsin
Counties magazine

legal databases from a desktop. More information can be
found at:wsll.state.wi.us/rébrm.html
In 2007, theWisconsin ate Law
Library Web site received over half a
million hits.

The January issue dffisconsin
Countiesmagazine, a publication of the
Wisconsin CountiesAssociation focuses
on the relationship between the Supreme
Court and county governmen#snong the
many articles is a look at significant
Wisconsin Supreme Court decisions that
affect county governmentélso included
is an article by Director oft8te CourtsA.
John Voelker, who touts the benefits of a
strong partnership between state courts and
county governments
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Calumet County launched a new domestic
violence court in Januaryhe new
program is under the direction of Calumet
County Circuit Court Judge Donafd Poppy
with the assistance of Calumet County District
Attorney Ken
Kratz, the
Wisconsin
Department of
Corrections and
Harbor House
DomesticAbuse
Programs,
headquartered in
Appleton.
The program
was designed by
Judge Poppy
along with the
Calumet
County Coordinator Respon3eam after
Judge Poppy attended two national seminars
sponsored by the National Counsel of Juvenile
and Family Court Judges and the U.S.
Department of Justic&he goal of the new
program is to increasefehder accountability
and victim safety through the use of rewards
and penalties during probationary periods.
Under the new program, fehders convicted
of domestic violence will be recommended for
the program by the district attornéyhis
recommendation will be based on the nature
and severity of the assault, and thienflers
criminal record. Once in the program, the

Calumet County Circuit Court
Judge Donald A. Poppy

he Waukesha County Family Court Self-
Help program has expanded it$esings to

offender will be placed on probation and must
participate in domestic abuse and drug and
alcohol abuse assessmertie probation
officers and treatment providers from Harbor
House will work together with the court to
ensure the éénder is participating in their
rehabilitation.

If an offender does not cooperate or fails to
meet the deadlines established by the court, he
or she will face additional jail time.
Cooperation in the program and progress made
by the ofender will be rewarded with
modifications in their probation conditions.
The regularly scheduled hearings designed to
monitor the progress of thefehder will be
overseen by Bureau of Community
Corrections probation agent Patricia Oaks. In
her role as court &€er, she will ensure that all
information is present for the court to make
informed decisions.

The primary goal of the new program is to
increase the safety of victims and hold
offenders accountable, while insuring they
receive treatment, Judge Poppy said.
Wisconsin Supreme Court Chief Justice
ShirleyAbrahamson expressed her concern on
domestic violence and the Supreme Caurt’
role in providing training for judges to address
the problems facing the community when she
attended the Respon$eams final planning
meeting.

Since its start in Januarfive offenders have
been placed in the new program.

possible for each appointmeiihese screenings
allow the volunteer attorneys to make the best

include a Family Legal ClinicThirteen attorneys use of the litigants20-minute consultatioAs
have volunteered for the clinics and provide freeof Feb. 7, 2008, they haveferfed 5 clinics
Family Court related legal advic€he Self-Help assisting 20 litigants. So faattorneys have

staf screen each litigant prior to the
consultations to ensure as much assistance as

LEADERSHIP continued from page 10

transport savings within the first two years.
Plans are currently underway to equip the other
courtrooms with video conference systems at
two year intervals with the cost likewisefsst

Mental Health Institutions no longer have to
leave those facilities to be transported by
sherif’'s deputies to appear at commitment
hearings. Nowwith the video conferencing

committed to volunteer at 96 clinics in 2008.

system, they can appear from the hospital via by transport savings.

video conference. Not only does this save moneyThe change has meant many people had to
in transportation costs, Koschnick said he leave behind their long-standing procedures to
believes it is also a more dignified option for  make room for the new system, but Judge
those patients and they no longer have to risk Koschnick said he believes that the positive
missing treatment to apped@he video changes will far outweigh any negatives.
conference system cost will best by

www .wicourt s.gov



